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Presentations 

JW talked about the UK context and Co-operatives UK’s work with agricultural co-operatives: 

 There are 356 agricultural co-operatives in the UK with a combined turnover of £7.8 

billion 

 Despite this, the UK lags behind other developed countries.  It is rated 20th out of 28 

EU member states in terms of the contribution of co-operatives to the agricultural 

economy. 

 Brexit could be a catalyst for change. 

 Co-operatives UK are working with leading farming co-operatives and DEFRA on 

post-Brexit domestic agricultural policy.  They are promoting co-operation and 

collaboration. 

JP talked about the research he carried out for the newly launched report Co-operative 

Development in the Welsh agri-food sector1: 

 The research considered current activity in Wales through primary research 

interviews.  It considered whether developing co-operatives and co-operation within 

the Welsh agri-food sector could help to mitigate the impact of Brexit. 

                                                           
1 This was launched on 27th November at the Royal Welsh Winter Fair. 



 The sector in Wales currently ranges from very small co-operatives focusing 

on pest control in specific geographic areas to larger co-operatives such as 

Clunderwen and Cardiganshire Farmers 

 There is currently a perception among younger farmers that co-operatives are 

for the older generation.  They can struggle to see the benefits of co-

operation in a competitive industry. 

 There was a mixed response on whether co-operatives could help the sector 

to face the challenges of Brexit.  Research highlighted that specific areas may 

be more suitable such as around farmer data. 

 

Discussions 

 How can we engage younger audiences in agri-food co-ops?  AR suggested the need 

to ‘sell’ co-operatives to younger people through education and social media.  JP also 

suggested that co-operative sector could engage with the LEADER programme to 

work with younger farmers. 

 CE reflected on learning from Wales Co-operative Centre’s previous agri-food project.  

While the project pushed the benefits of co-operation there was some reluctance to 

co-operate with competitors.  CE questioned whether Brexit will be the catalyst to 

overcome this. 

 JW said that there are some elements of the agri-food sector where co-operation 

makes sense such as around infrastructure. 

 Is there an opportunity for a pilot project to support farmers with co-operation 

through the RDP? 

 WCC will explore how we can further develop this work. 

 


